THE   CHRISTIAN  UNDERSTANDING

Those are the alternatives towards one or other of
which a democratic society must be moving to-day;
every person who does not employ his margin of
responsible freedom in struggling to make the latter
conception prevail is contributing to the victory of the
former. This is a crisis in the affairs of men when, not
least because Christianity has been completely deposed
from practical influence upon society, Christ is saying
to humanity: cHe who is not with me is against me/
To say that to-day we are threatened with a complete
and final breach with the tradition of Christian civiliza-
ation is inadequate; it is much nearer the truth to say
that the breach has actually occurred.  The crash of
the thin fabric of international morality into pure
cynicism in the last twenty years has been, in the
literal sense of the word, prodigious; and no sign of the
times is more characteristic or more disquieting than
the fact that the present Foreign Secretary is a zealous
and sincere Churchman.   My imagination may be
unduly sensitive, but I cannot help regarding ^Lord
Halifax's complicity in the cruel farce of non-inter-
vention in Spain, as an indication of the unconscious
depravity of conventional Christianity. It is submissive
before the cynicism of brutality; and there appears to
be no point to-day at which the Christian conscience
is prepared to assert its own existence so as to create a
focus of resistance to the descent into the abyss.
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